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I am wr it Decgmber b7 20230180
years to the day since Orville and Wilbur first
committed heavier -than -air flight at Kitty
Hawk, NC. Colleen and | are on a cross -country
sojourn that will soon see us at that very site,
reflecting on our freedom to fly and hoping that
we all appreciate that freedom and the bless-
~ings and responsibilities that come with it.

We have just wrapped up the 30th anniversary
year of Cascade Warbirds and celebrated our
annual Christmas party and dinner with dozens of our fellow CWB
membersfi some of whom have been involved since before Cascade
Warbirds was founded and some of whom have just joined. The Hil-
ton Garden Inn at Paine Field and the Shawn O'Donnell's restau-
rant catering team collaborated to provide a superb meal and a great
evening. More blessings.

It was my privilege to present our highest award, Volunteer of
the Year, to our Operations Officer, Chief Photographer, B -17 Tour
Stop Coordinator, Puyallup Expo Coordinator, and head of this
yeards Nominating Committee, Dan
only one in the room who was surprised. Congratulations, Dan, and
well done! BZ! Thanks for your service.

Speaking of which, January's membership meeting will bring a
new slate of officers to your Board of Directors fi some new faces,
some old. Please take time to thank those folks for standing up and
doing the hard work to keep Cascade Warbirds running and serving
you. Consider helping them out. At least let them know your desires

#OKDEP Pee

ried many responsibilities and gave us
what we enjoy today. It is now our respon-
sibility to keep it and to grow it.

Our February 10 meeting is currently
planned to have a special guest speaker,
CDR Willie Driscoll, former TOPGUN in-
structor and half of the only USN ace crew
to emerge from the Vietham War. Com-
handler Brisdole(RIO) and his fdilat Rakdy D a n
ODuked Cunningham shot
in their F -4 Phantom while flying from the
USS Constellation in 1972. Three of those
were during a single mission. Make plans
to come hear about that and to talk to CDR
Driscoll. Bring your friends!

Until then, | wish you all a Merry
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_ Our cross-country so-
journ took us through
Tucumcari, NM, where
there was a New Mexi-
- co Air National Guard
- F-100 on outdoor dis-
play. It made me won-
der if this very bird
. might have once been
flown by our founder,
R. D.
Blessings of fond mem-
ories of one who car-
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Squadron Commander Emer..tus current yearos schol ars.
2 8 BEOKOE] | EAT O WELCOME ABOARD completing the private pilot ground

school coyrse and qugin two dual in-

structional fli%hts\,Ntﬁe a&ﬂfcgﬁ? is asked

to submit an essay to the committee

regarding their aviation aspirations.
Our 2023 winner is Lauren Hoyt , a

Bothell High School student due to grad-

Commanding Ofcer | t 55 a| ways a pleas
SAGROA 'oﬁ_'&‘ Sy new folks to our group. We are made
Executive Ofcefongeras our squadron becomes more
op e' rAa t3i OOI n' SA Uof Cva{i_ed. In the past several yvgeks, Kelly
SAGR! 93T Al AEAO §pr|nger pf Edmon_d; has joined. He
L holds a private certificate and owns an . . -
Adjutant Tog (NAvion). From Bow, WA, comes uate this June. Concurrent with high
&OAA #8 31 UOE ’ ’

. - school, Lauren is in the Running Start
Finance OfcerTrentchks. Heds al so a pé#é’g?a?mpétpo&:ascadia Col |

&OAA #8 30 uogand, wih h|s. father_CarI, owns a vVarga -sport athlete, riding horse competitively
Of catarge .21.5OA KaCh'T‘a- Alick Lee “iWamer hag and running cross -country . Lauren has
AOA * AAEO] ] Joined; he hails from Lake Stevens and is i
0 A0 . mercial pilot with forty years of been endorsed to take her FAA
Newsletter Edi3®Mm P Yy Knowledge Exam and plans to earn her

*TET (AGC flying experience. From Seattle comes private certificate before she heads off to
Spencer Turner , a student pilot whose ;
college in the fall.

4EEO EO OEA | =AE Afathgigang grandbather bothagew for a Lauren comes from an aviation back-

ABpoA00AR el OSEOARpaACOAS AOK ° T TC T g Hermother st ke fr
X ’

,('A'DTE | ?T OI E\ET TO(E)OE (E‘)Ic")g)li O_(E) rﬁé(%toatgﬁrg\&éjé&‘ﬂ(?ne@ | '&‘W'.‘ shall \[/)ve say, familﬁar to many in the
pi OEOEIT 1 & #AOAAKRGO RoAEHR@G am t o intr 3\,§|ggf§\,iat{g1r9 W wish Padrdndhe
- AT AAOO AOA Al Al O ladiesita agdtion by sponsoring their h .f llows her dream to
ATTOOEAGOA ALU 1 A@meiershiblirtReidusifon. The first ‘ézgﬁfnees‘;a;;te °
ClAAT U xi OF xEOE 5!%5& !-H%@W@%% 45 @ student

pi ot.m. |rk!an ; she_ aspires to become SCHOLARSHIPS AVATLABLE
)0 EO OEA ci Al i sanadtire/pi®. Alaina¥eideman is a
Oi DpOiiiTO0A OEA OAetGdentipfidt inBremerton and hopes to This month kicks off our eighteenth
.A‘? gég{& 2 SA .IQ EE' :5 E . IO? é ﬁtﬁcgriﬁzﬂtlé a miﬁté @@ﬁ@'!,/{n‘tﬁ Alexan- year of granting aviation scholarships to
i ElEOAOU AEOAO0AsOHTA do 25&5%\'&? (ﬁeap'ri\aate area youth. Through the first seventeen
PAOPAOBAOA OEA | E eettifigatein Aegust@nd igcurrently years, wedve aheascdobd ei ¢
OET OA xEI OAOOAA émdlédatkmbiySRiddlé. We welcome arships and these scholars have respond-
OEAOA AEOAOAAEON AtnbseQbunglagR& iRt the world of ed with success stories that have im-
8'E QA 2 %(E)A g :5 IO: ¢ = E IA: g\'ﬁégi%noa#n%ﬁém Ka?yn for her contin- pressed all of us. An extensive list of
Bi i 001 x8 ued support. these scholars and their accomplish-

ments can be found in our April 2022
11 Al OOAODT T /}éf AA o1 QEEIME 'To RENEW Warbird Flyer , available at
NOAAOIT [ AU A Al E A OEA ; Fat

OEA ALAEI 10 {AETE! O siiwietsk deals in the avia  CASCAdeWarbirds.org/jpublications .
AAT i Our 2024 scholarship application

1 x8 tion community is membership in this
warbird squadron. Still only US$20 per
Xear, you gain access to all the wisdom in
oy achuggnuIated knowledge. So renew
now Wlf%h a check to CWB, 1066 Yates

Seicorhal B mali?ql, Oak Harbor, WA 98277. If you prefer

AAEOI 02 AAOGAAA A x A DR BUGRRY BNt and/or credit card
remittance, contact Fred. Your expira-

period is now open. The deadline is Feb-
ruary 29, 2024. Get the application at
cascadewarbirds.org/youth .

The details remain the same. Several
area teens will have the opportunity to
attend private pilot ground school at a
partner flight school and book two in-
structional flights. Those who do so suc-

tion date is noted on the newsletter cessfully can then compete for a $2,500
s AOAAAA 7AOABAADO EWEIRPESLe your name fi have a look. y P '
o O ABDO rant to he(I:p edefray the expense of con-

Business Ofce
SPYY 9AOGAO 21
/| AE (AOAiT Oh 7!

ET OAAOEITT XPzjAQjYyq [ A QEA 11 OAQT Al who may be interested, encourage them

S AGAT BA #1 ARs rant BECrpient” RinfounceD v app|y¥ 9
e . ..... The squadronds scholarship program

PTTOAL T AxOl ACOAQ Q&b QA fof BEHETS, the second of UPCOMING MEETINGS

0O0AT EOEAA NOAORHRidhhe $2,500 Continuing Aviation

e . _Edycation Grant awarded to one of the On 13 January, _youqll
xxx8AAOAAAAXxAOAEOAOS8T OC approve your Nominating
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Greetings,
wonderful holiday season. It was great seeing every-
body at the Cascade Warbirds holiday party last month.
| had a good time breaking bread, enjoying beverages,
and catching up with everyone. Once again, the food
was fantastic and the company was even better.

In our last event of the year, on Veterans Day of
2023, several Cascade Warbirds members flew aircraft

wa r b i hogkgyou allmadhau s i

By Dan "FAGIB" Shoemaker

assnteredted in displaying or flying your aircraft at air-
shows during the upcoming 2024 airshow season,
please let me know as soon as possible. We have many
experienced airshow
get you in touch with to brief you on what to expect
when displaying your aircraft and what the require-
ments are to fly your aircraft in aerial demonstrations.
As airshow flying is extremely trust

-intensive and often

veterans

from the Collins Historical Aircraft Foundation over right on the razords edge of t
Husky Stadium in a salute to veterans just before the watching you, no |l ess), youdll
start of the Washington dUtah football game. Roger Col- training and flying done with the regularly performing

lins flew lead in P -51D Mustang Lady Jo, with Charlie members of the squadron prior to your first show.

Goldbach as number two in AT -28D Nomad Lumpy, Of course, static displays and demonstration flying

Scott Urban as number three in T -28C Trojan Lima are not the only airshow activities requiring CWB mem-

Charlie, and John 0Smokeyd Jo h nlEopartcipaiiont Theesquadroa is also fn neechod mar-

di amond f or mat i-6Texanitwdage r & shallersto maintain the safety and security of aircraft

cloudy, windy day, and Smokey had his work cut out for during ground operations. Il t s

him keeping up and maintaining position with the
three faster aircraft, but the flyover looked great and
made quite an impression on the crowd.

With the typically less -than -ideal winter weather
we have here in the Pacific Northwest, this is the time
when many aircraft owners put their aircraft into annu-
al inspection and when many pilots tend to let their
proficiency slip a bit due to reduced flying activity.
However, | encourage you to maintain proficiency to the
maximum extent possible. Although this is the off -
season for airshows, there is still an aspect of our mis-
sion that continues year -round: memorial and missing -
man flyovers. These are important events and mean a
great deal to the loved ones gathering to say final good-
byes to their veterans. The call can come at any time
and | ask that you be as ready as possible to help when
that time arrives.

Another upcoming winter event to think about is
the Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show,
taking place at the Washington State Fair Events Cen-
ter in Puyallup on 24 325 February 2024. As always,
webdre |l ooking for members
moretwo-hour shifts over the
be putting out a formal call for volunteers via email
soon but, in the meant.
one or more shifts at the booth, please email me at
OpsO@cascadewarbirds.org.

I f youdre a

me ,

new member,

o rthe aextimeatingt ¥ me

to keep your eyes constantly open and will have to do
some physical labor (mainly pushing airplanes), but
there is great camaraderie among the marshallers and,
to be honest, there are few things as exhilarating as
standing among ten or more big piston engines running
as they wait for you to send them off to their perfor-
mance. | f youdre |
team, please contact Chief Marshaller Paul Youman at
marshalling@cascadewarbirds.org .
Finally, in my other
Chief Photographer, | 6d
ron photographers. It 6s
cover all the worthy shots at an airshow or other avia-
tion event such as the
more dedicated photographers who can take both
ground -to-air and air -to-air photos of our squadron
member sd aircraft. | f
raphy skills to the limit, all while learning new skills
and perfecting your art, please contact me at
OpsO@cascadewarbirds.org. In the meantime, as with
any other skill, keep practicing over the winter months.

r ol
|
r

ing will do wonders for training a steady hand and good
ipdnning techdique i nt er ested i n

As always, fly safe, exercise good decision -making,
and keep your head on a
member who

t dsoimgaut to a earby laiparttamd just taking photes ato r
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slate of officers and board members, sent to you last
month. Our speaker is Tim Nelson, author of  Jet City
Rewind, a history of aviation in Seattle and the Pacific
Northwest.

CDR Willie Driscoll (USN, Ret.) will be with us on
10 February to talk about histime asaRIOinanF -4
Phantom Il in Vietham. He was part of the single Navy
fighter team to become aces during the war.

January 2024

ATRCRAFT AVAILABLE

Joshua Weinstein is looking for a new home for his
1947 SeaBee. See
the details at
cascadewarbirds
.org/for-sale. U
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SCHOLAR UPDATES

Joe Cavanaugh Hasbecometheyatedt $tan p
in the galaxy that is the
2018. 6 This amazing group h

fessional pilot. The largest group of winners of Cascade
Warbirds aviation scholarships has proven to be the
most successful. In 2018, the squadron awarded twelve
scholarships and, when the latest student checked in
this month, the total soared to six who have earned
their private pilot certificate, four of whom have also
become commercial pilots. Others are still in training
with well -deserved high hopes.

Mackenzie Rennhack, a Mill Creek senior, earned
her private pilot certificate shortly after high school
graduation. She earned a flight instructor certificate
while in college, graduated with her commercial pilot
certificate, and went to
contract airline.

London Holmes of Renton was a sophomore when
she won her ground school scholarship. With assistance
from the LeRoy W. Homer, Jr. Foundation, she earned
her private pilot certificate, then went on to the US Air
Force Academy as part of the class of 2025.

Devin Graves from Des Moines earned his private
in 2020 and is at the University of North Dakota, in
their aviation program. Last year, he finished instru-
ment and commercial training and was working on a
multiengine rating.

W O

KENT JOHNSON MEMORIAL

Mi ssi on Ac cThanmkpybuialsfor theltime, effort,
and flying skills you applied to pull off two outstanding
flybys fi in deteriorating weather f to honor Kent John-
son on November 1 at the Tahoma National Cemetery!
The Stearman/N3N flight was ready and called in
early, providing a stirring pass with Molly and Keith
Littlefield in the lead in their Stearman, George Clifton
in his Stearman as #2 with
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By Kerry Edwards

Jeffrey Spaeth from Seattle earned his commercial

C pibteanddemoté\pilat deiitificades in 3021 whike a stus f

alent apthedJdiversity of Nerth Rakotaepursuing Bach-
elor of Science degrees in Commercial Aviation and Un-
manned Aircraft Systems Operation. He holds an in-
strument pilot rating and a flight instructor certificate
with instrument rating.

Michael Zendejas of Auburn earned his private in
2019 and his commercial with single -engine, mul-
tiengine, and instrument
graduated with a BS from Purdue and my commission
as an Army officer. 6

Logan Delapp pursued an alternate path, as he en-
tered the US Air Force Academy in 2018, graduated in
2022, and began helicopter training.

r k Read abouhJee Cavanaugh in fpenext drtigle. g & s t
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By Stan "Sundance" Kasprzyk

as #3 in his N3N, and Frank
Hoogkamer in the #4 slot in his
Stearman.
The Cascade Warbirds flight
was down to three aircraft after a
mechanical issue grounded the
fourth and was slightly delayed by
Paine kield traffic, so Weoarrived T P 6
abeam Auburn just as the Stearman
flight was leaving Lake Sawyer in-
bound. We followed the smoke trail
and, three minutes after the Stear-
man flight, we flew the missing man
flyby with Dave O0OPrancerd
Navion and pulling west, Bob Stoney and Bob Hill as #2
in Stoney6s Birddog, and
#3 in Justin's Nanchang.
My wife Mary was at Tahoma and
said that the second
the Navion brought the attendees to
tears and she heard a number of folks
saying 0Goodbye,
it headed away. Well done! U

De s m
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Kent 6
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SCHOLAR SUCCESS

Hell o! My name
the 2018 Youth Flight Training Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship that | received from Cascade Warbirds
is the best thing that has ever happened to me. | want-
ed to write the organization a letter to  thank you for the
opportunity and to give you an update on what | have
accomplished during the last five years.

At that time in my life, | was a seventeen -year-old
junior in high school. My senior year was coming up,
and | was having a hard time deciding what to do after
high school. | was looking for options until | became
fascinated with the airplanes flying around the local
airport. This inspired me to apply for the 2018 Youth
Flight Training Memorial Scholarship. The decision
was the most pivotal moment in my career in aviation.

Upon receiving the scholarship, | was able to attend
the Galvin Flying ground school and get some introduc-
tory training flights for my private. At the time, |

thought

By Joe Cavanaugh

iarsd | dmoageciflentvofa n avet @ lavjation, and it motivated me more than ever. As

soon as | took my discovery flight with the scholarship,
| was hooked.

With the experience and knowledge that | gained
from the scholarship and Galvin, | was able to get into
the Central Washington University flight program, pur-
suing a four -year degree in professional piloting. At
CWU, | was able to learn everything | needed to know
about aviation and start a rewarding flying career. It
was a long four years, but | would do it all over again if
| could. | was able to get my private, instrument rating,
and commercial alongside my B.S. in Profession-
al Piloting. | would have never gone to college if it were-
n't for the scholarship setting me on the right path.

| graduated from Central in 2023. After college, |
wanted to give back to the aviation world and become a
certified flight instructor.

In September of this year, | went to CFI school in
Bellefontaine, Ohio. It was hard work, with a lot of

*T A AEOAO AAOT EI ¢ EEO #glanesiwkreO Erallehged, dut | finally passed a check ride and got my

cool, but |
never
thought to
take it seri-
ously
enough to
make it
into a ca-
reer. This
all changed
after going
to ground
= school at

{ Galvin. |
was able to
get my feet

|.-3 80TH BIRTHDAY

I n ear |y |ihgtinesguadran member Dan Bar-
ry provided a birthday cake for Apex Airport (8W5) at-
tendees at their weekly Saturday morning coffee to cele-
brate the 80th anniversary of the manufacture date of
his L -3C. The observation aircraft was built for the US
Army by the Aeronautical Corporation of America
(Aeronca) and was originally designated an O -58B.
However, the Army soon decided they wanted to call
them liaison aircraft and the designation was changed
to L-3C. His aircraft was only operated in the US and
was eventually sold as surplus out of Olympia in Janu-
ary 1945 for $550.

At that time, it was assigned its current tail num-
ber of N49203. Dan purchased 203 in April 1990 and
flew it for a couple of years. Due to some questionable

January 2024

certified flight instructor  certificate. | have always been
mentored in the aviation world, and now it is my time
to teach the next generation of pilots.

This leads me to today. | have come so far on a long,
rewarding journey in aviation. | was always asked in

high school, OWhere do you see
Now | have my answer. | spent the last five years in the
sky. I am currently seeking a job as a flight instructor.

| was able to do all this because | won the Cascade
Warbirds scholarship five years ago, and | cannot thank
you enough. Thank you for the opportunity  you have
provided. The scholarship was the spark that started
my lifelong career and passion in aviation.

Thank you, Cascade Warbirds, and keep the blue
side up. U

By Dan Barry

repairs including
being painted with
automobile paint
which was flaking
off the fabric, he
took it apart in
1993 and, with
considerable help,
returned it to ser-
vice eighteen
months later. The
aircraft has made OET 61 A1 BOBGAOGU *T UAA " A

numerous appear-
ances with the Cascade Warbirds and Dan tries to fly it
at least a couple of times a week. U




THE HISTORY YOoU KNOW THAT JUST ISN T

Thi s i s t heinafsériesghat wal illustiate | e
popular histories of aerial warfare which are considered
Otrued even with recent
panded understanding of the events. Each story will
state a topic with a popular history item and why we
may think of it as truthful. This will be followed by
what is now known about the history as updated by re-
searchers and historians, along with a fun fact about
the topic. Spoiler alert: Hollywood movies and TV have
done a lot to shape people's view of history.

Torpedo Attacks on the
Battle of Midway

What you may know: The obsolete Douglas TBD
Devastator was the only US aircraft type to conduct
aerial torpedo attacks on Japanese ships during the
Battle of Midway.

What is so: Three other types of aircraft attacked
the Japanese fleet with torpedoes, including one type
from the US Army Air Corps. A force of four US Navy
PBYs launched torpedoes during the night of June 3 64
after discovering the Japanese 2nd Fleet main invasion
force west of Midway. The fleet oiler Akebono Maru was
hit and damaged by one of the torpedoes in the only
successful US attack with this weapon during the bat-
tle. The US Army Air Corps used the B -26 Marauder for
the first time in combat with torpedo attacks on the
Japanese carrier fleet. Two of the four B -26s survived
and returned to base at Midway Island. The US Navy
also used the new TBF Avenger during its initial com-
bat deployment, which staged a daring but unsuccessful
torpedo attack. Only one of six Avengers from VT -8 re-
turned to the launch point of Midway. (Source:  Shat-
tered Sword. The Untold Story of the Battle of Midway
by Jonathan Parshall and Anthony Tully.)

Why the impression? Much of what we learned
about the Battle of Midway originated from the 1976
movie Midway , which focused only on the TBD Devasta-
tor torpedo attacks.

Fun fact: In the first instance of miraculous timing
for the American forces during the battle, both the B -
26s and TBFs found and attacked the Japanese carriers
simultaneously, despite no prior coordination.
Speaking26f Mahauer

What you may know: The Martin B -26 Marauder
was the most dangerous aircraft flown by US forces
during WWII due to its high weight, high landing

Il EO &I OAA
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By John Clark

speed, and
short
avimgs.c h

What
is so: The
B-26 was
the safest
USAAF
bomber
aircraft to
rideinsCam- ¢ K
bat, with a
lossrate of EEOOT OUj8d ADQEP E IXIXF & 0% q
0.5% per
mission. This made it more than two -and-a-half times
safer to fly than the B -17 or B-24, per Jeff Ethell's Air-
craft of World War Il . The initial losses in training re-
sulted from both flight and maintenance crews being
unfamiliar with this complex and high  -performance air-
craft. In addition, the alternate aromatic fuel was found
to damage the carburetor diaphragms, which led to sig-
nificant or complete loss of engine power in flight.

Why the impression? The t
pa Baydé was a common and of
describe the results from difficulties experienced with
flying the Marauder. This was a catchy rhyme but, ac-
cording to J.K. Havener's T7he Martin B -26 Marauder ,
the rate was closer to one loss per week in the entire
training command. Still, this loss rate was too high, and
it took the efforts of none other than Brigadier General
Jimmy Doolittle to investigate and direct action to re-
solve the issues. The aircraft had become a target of the
Truman Committee, which was bent on cancelling the
program. In a tactic familiar nowadays, the committee
went to the press with negative stories to bolster their
side of the argument. Doolittle's efforts were successful
and resulted in a minor lengthening of the wings, a
wing incidence change, and vastly improved training for
aircrews and mechanics. The B -26 survived and went
on to be one of the most successful bombers in the
USAAF.

Fun Facts: The B -26 was the first US bomber with a
powered gun turret, four -bladed props, all -Plexiglas
nose, and self-sealing fuel tanks; the first Allied bomber
in the ETO with single aircraft that reached both 100
and 200 mission milestones; and, finally, the last US
Army bomber to carry torpedoes in combat. (See aB -26
torpedo training video at:  Attps.//www.youtube.com/
walch?v=5G4207MZ2Kes .)

Stay tuned for the next installment with the history
you may or may not know about the Ploesti and Doolit-
tle raids. Future topics will include more on the Battle
of Midway, the F4U Corsair, the Brewster Buffalo, and
the Me 262. Do you know of a popular history item
whi ch we know that just i sn
the topic to monstrok@hotmail.com . U
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IN- FLIGHT REFUELING USN CARRIER AIRCRAFT IN THE LATE I9S0s
By Bob Jones

I i1 i ght r ef ued Birplape vea$ brieflynreen-F J gets were quite far inland. A buddy tanker package con-

tioned at our Veterans Day meeting and | thought some sisting of two underwing pods was perfected and we
history on the subject might be appealing to members. received those for our 1960 USS Oriskany deployment.
It was an interesting time in US naval aviation. The package weighed 1,250 pounds empty. The max
Many of the squadron commanders were WWI! pilots fuel for landing on the carrier was, you guessed it, 1,250
and some Korean War F -4U, AD (A -1 Skyraider), and pounds! What to do? The solution was to land 1,250
FOF -4 pilots were in the jet squadrons. Jet fighters were pounds overweight! That amount of fuel would allow
quite new to the fleet. When operating in FAA con- four passes at the deck in VFR weather, if the landing
trolled airspace, our call gattgrmwasnotcrowded It was dedidedihdtahe puddye t . 6
There were no formal Replacement Air Groups to check tankers would be recovered last so that they had the
out new pilots and no simulators f just read the flight pattern and deck to themselves. Recovering the over-
manual and fly the plane. Accidents were common. weight tanker aboard required careful technique. With
In the late 1950s, the USN did not have a practical probably no divert fields available, each squadron as-
in-flight refueling program for carrier  -based aircraft. signed experienced pilots who had consistently demon-
North American Aviation had developed the AJ Savage strated the ability to get aboard on their first attempt to
to carry a nuclear weapon. However, the AJ was too fly the tankers. The tanker pilots also had their as-
large for practical operation on carriers smaller than signed targets, and tanker duty was rotated depending

the Midway class. Some were converted to tankers. The on where we were located and who had the strike -ready
AJ Savage was powered by two R -2800 engines and one  airplane assignment. The ready airplanes were ex-

jet engine in the tail. My NAS Miramar  -based squad- pected to launch in minutes if the war order came.

ron, VA -146, qualified all pilots in in  -flight refueling There was no doubt the plane was heavy and it han-

from the AJ Savage in the fall of 1958. dl ed normally but the | andings
As the refueling probe was on the left wing, out of was a bit high at the ramp. There was, and probably

your normal field of vision, aligning with the refueling still is, a technique to lose twelve feet or so of altitude

basket, which extended from the left wing of the buddy called otweak it and sweeten i

tanker, was not easy without a lot of practice. The rec- stick forward slightly and immediately pull it back to a

ommended procedure was to set seventy mils on the normal position to correct the slight sink rate you creat-

gunsight and align the reticle on a painted black strip ed. | tried that one time and discovered that at 1,250

on the right wing of the tanker, then move in until the pounds overweight there is no stopping the increased

probe entered the basket to start fuel flow. Most pilots sink rate in time and the plane landed hard. Mainte-

simply raised their seat to the full up position. By lean- nance checked for any damage but there was none.

ing against the canopy, you could see the probe, and by Over time, the axles of the tankers developed a bend.

using the rudder, skid left and right until alignment This was ok until the tire almost hit the strut, then the

was achieved. Then increase engine power to plug in. If axle assembly would be changed out.

you pushed against the outer perimeter of the basket, With the buddy tanker system, the tanker and the

the hose would slacken, the basket would slip off the strike airplane would be catapulted at the same time

probe, and it could whip around and possibly hit the and climb to altitude. When the receiver had burned

airplane. One of our pilots had this happen. The canopy down enough, it refueled and the tanker returned to the

was hit, shattered, and departed, leaving him in a carrier while the bomber continued to its target.

oconvertibled with no canopy ADRMJearry Wilenvrate an éxcellent baoka t dlickegr

this was only a few miles from San Diego and he re- Weapons and Aircraft Carriers , that covers this time

turned to NAS Miramar. period that | think you would find interesting reading.
In January 1959, we deployed to the western Pacif- A lot of memories flood in as | write this. It was a

ic / South China Sea on USS Ranger and could have great and intense time in my life. | am glad | had the

made good use of in-flight refueling, as some of our tar- opportunity to experience these adventures! U
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GONE SAVAGE UPDATE

By Jay Borella

't i s on b uangpTeghirtssereryc k
where: Life Happens. Sometimes we
chuckl e, because we Kk
it. Currently, that truth is impacting sever-
al of the folks involved with this restora-
tion. As a result, there is not that much to
report on O -2A serial number 69 -7642. |
often find myself wanting to get very upset
about this lack of progress. Then | stand
back to see what is happening and place
trust back in those who are involved.

| have mentioned in previous reports
how these individuals have the right pas-
sion, background, and expertise to do this
right. For most of them, the restoration is
a side hustle or hobby project for love of
the O-2. Outside of this project, each per-
son on the team has a life, and life hap-
pens. One good example is the lead me-
chanic getting a new assignment which
increased his travel and reduced his spare

Y

4EA OOAOA 1 £ OEA AEO@OA;EOOA AOGOI ARBROER OA

t?me for the Sl_<ymaster. This_feIIow is_emo- OETI 01 O Al OOOAOU *AU "i OAI 1A

tionally committed to the project and is the

right man for the job. | am happy for him, and trust his bled. The right wing is mounted, plumbed, rigged, and

commitment to this task, waiting for his new routine to wired. The engines are on and the electronics are in. We

settle down. need the other wing and tail section to advance to final
Another example is a specialist vendor who is be- rigging and engine runs. It sounds like we are quite

hind schedule because they have become the primary close. Then life happens. The gentleman with the paint

care person for a friend wi tshopacquired @new business. He ia mod the pgoad i n
guns-a-bl azind saying, O0Ski p y oawnerdfthe Bellanta Arcraitbrand.lHe lthy a passien
pointment and get to wor k! RoBclassidairpraftyandh redpéctdhe wark hé dodshTihes
vendor has a great reputat i avingstn boomsa@ pbrepped and at His shop.d\e Bidig-

want to pull the plug to go elsewhere. Life happens. It ly need to wait for his schedule to open up. It is also the
has become more than a bumper sticker for this project. holiday season. We are so close, yet so far.
It is the motto | need to repeat as | back away from the Finally, some good news. The control surfaces, the
ledge of impatience. flaps, and the vertical fins have been painted and deliv-
The current roadblock the aircraft faces is painting ered to the assembly hangar. The Electronic Reticle and
the remaining parts. The left wing and the tail booms Armament Control Panel have been added to the cock-
are still awaiting their time in the booth. The paint pit. The control yokes are being replaced with new old
shop has done a fabulous job on the first half of the stock. The remanufactured interior panels are due this
plane and those parts have been returned and assem- week. All of the remaining interior parts are on a pallet,

4EA Ai100iI1 OOOEAAAG AT A KADO E"'ia”dtﬁ‘% by g5 inggllagions A pey ELT was procured,
= : which was a concession on authenticity. There simply

werendt any original devices s
ance with the 406 MHz recommendation. | looked at the

military replacement models but, while they look the

same as the old, they are beyond my price point and

have a six-to-eight -month backlog for manufacture. For

now, we will install an Artex 345 in the same location.

The top windows have been replaced, which was a man-

power heavy job. TheO-26s roof is mostly
lowing better visibility for the FAC. These two windows

are held in by a truckload of rivets and are notorious for

leaking. All of those rivets were drilled out, new Plexi-

glas and sealant installed, and the rivets replaced with

screws and locknuts. It was a two -man job the whole




way around both windows. It will be signif- o &
icantly easier totreat any leaks that may "
develop in the future. {
More good newsé The .
tration is currently floating through the -
FAA system. The original registration
when it was flown from the boneyard in
Tucsoni expired while it sat in storage. |
am reactivating that N -number because
the information for this exact aircraft re-
sides in the FAA database. The paperwork
trail to make this happen is confusing to
me, but the packet has been walking the
halls of the FAA for one month, so far. | am
keeping my fingers crossed that it was filed
correctly. Without a registration on the
books, | cannot apply for the airworthiness
inspection. The FAA is aware of our project
and has visited the hangar. They, too, are
anxious to see the final assembly, weight
and balance, and engine runs. Developing a
relationship with them, ahead of the physi-
cal paperwork, should prove fruitful. It certainly helps
that their regional office is three hangars down from
the project.
Even more good news came in an unexpected photo
via email. While | was at the Reno Air Races this year
with CWB, | met the owner of a 1968 O -2A on static
display. We talked about airplanes and exchanged in-
formation. My son was excited to see a functional O -2 in
person and to try out the left seat. This owner happened
to stop by the shop in Oklahoma and shap a photo of
the project last month, sent with a brief update. It is
nice to have contacts in the community who are equally
interested in seeing this p
Once again, | will close by saying | hope to have
pictures of the final assembly in our next newsletter.
The right folks are on the job. The restoration will be v o t
great, when we get there. But for right now, life hap- AEA O D xETAI xO AZLEOAO OADPI AAAI AT O
pens. Thanks for reading. Stay safe. U OAOAXxO ET O 1 OAAS
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Book REVIEW

4nn i A N ris alnévwbooR Wy fotrnalist John Lan-
caster about a long -forgotten, but seminal, event in avi-
ation history.

Less than one year after the end of the First World
War, tireless air power promoter Brigadier General Bil-
ly Mitchell came up with a plan to convince Congress
and the American public of the viability and safety of
long-distance air travel, the need for an independent
Air Force, and a transcontinental air mail system.
Mitchell's plan? A transcontinental air race or, as they
put it, OAirplane Reliabili
tween San Francisco and New York. In open -cockpit
fabric biplanes. Over every mountain range in America.

In October. With flights starting both from the Presidio

in San Francisco racing eastbound and from Roosevelt
Field on Long Island, NY, racing westbound, Mitchell

was faced with the conundrum of how to get the pilots

and aircraft back to their starting points and also to
account for the advantage of the prevailing westerly

winds to the eastbound racers. His answer? A round -
tiprace or OReliability
opposite coast, they would turn around, and race  back
to where they started from. In open cockpit biplanes. In
October.

The race was 5,400 miles, round trip. Sixty -three
airplanes started the race, nearly all war surplus. They
included DH -4s, single seat S.E.5s and Fokker D.VIIs,
an Ansaldo SVA, and a four -seat Martin MB -1 bomber.

Another problem Mitchell faced was the lack of air-
fields along the route. Not to be dissuaded, he cajoled
cities and towns along the route to improve and make
available landing fields A most just that, fields fi in
twenty -two locations along the route. Promoting the leg
up it would give their towns in obtaining air mail stops
and attracting air travelers, the fields were quickly pre-
pared in the three weeks between the announcement of
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Test .

By Dave "Prancer" Desmon

the contest and its start
on Oct 8, 1919. Each of
those ocontr
supplied with an Air
Service Officer, several
enlisted men, 2,000 gal-
lons of gasoline, 300 gal-
lons of motor oil, 300
gallons of castor ail, tool
kits, fire extinguishers,
tfugl caanm wlateiecang, u r 4
100 yards of rope, a blow
torch, a wind cone, a
medical kit, 50 pounds of
limestone to mark the
fields, and spares includ-
ing spark plugs, wheels,
tail skids, ailerons, hose

P——
episode inthe history of American

aviotonte ibramthfa” o ol
-ﬁ/ 55

THE GREAT
AIR RACE

connectors, propellers, The Great Air Race
Iméer:’néw?gdeipiisitebc e r!SGOE(gth’ o I‘Etih e AT AAOC
. (AO%’A‘Al oA8n WS PACAGC

researched and docu-

mented and engagingly
written book, Lancaster
takes us right into the cockpits of the intrepid

CEOAOECEO 00AI EOEET C

Obirdmend as they battle mount.
mechanical failures, and sheer exhaustion. Some fa-
mous names appeari 0 Hap 6 Arnol d and Car

Spaatz, who went on to lead the USAAC in WWII; Alex-
ander Pearson, namesake of Pearson Field in Vancou-
ver, WA; Billy Mitchell; and others, once famous, whose
names are now shrouded in the mists of time.

One pilot, Brailey Gish, had his DH -4 catch fire and
burn in the air. After pancaking it into a ravine in up-
state New York, he returned to Roosevelt Field by train,
procured another airplane, and once again set out west-
ward i where he damaged it so severely upon landing at
the Presidio in San Francisco that the plane was to-
taled. Undeterred, he talked another pilot, who had just
completed the westward journey and had no desire to
repeat the trip, out of his airplane and Gish completed
the race back to New York in his third airplane.

One pilot flew with his mechanic and his Belgian
Shepherd dog Trixie in the rear cockpit.

DH -4 mechanics routinely hopped out of their rear
cockpits and sat on the fuselage back by the tail  during
the landing roll -out, to prevent nose -overs.

One pilot had his 400 hp Liberty engine break the
crankshaft in flight over Nebraska while he was in the
lead. Dead-sticking to a safe landing in a corn field, he
heard of another contestant having crashed nearby. Ap-
propriating a truck, he salvaged the engine from the
crashed plane, and he and his mechanic transplanted it

Afooriqﬁ"W%%EWW@Wm$EWﬁ@@¢m%ﬁ%H%We%?% 4 OE QE
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T- 28 RESTORATION UPDATE
By Jack LaBounty

G

[ See Jackdbés previous updat e ustodnerivetata

2020, and July 2020 issues. i Ed.] time. We will

start on the lead-
We st ood t hHoemake & easidr to tivet. In the ing edge next
fuel cell area, there are aluminum liner panels that go week. It has been
into the framework before installing the skin panels. | too cold to work
inflicted many bruises on my arms trying to reach in the hangar so
around and through the liner panels to buck the top far this week. U
skin rivets. We have pretty much finished the top skin
panel on the left wing outer panel. /1A OEGRAY AD

| wish | had a photo from just last Friday showing A OEi A8 OB

the mostly completed top skin with a few Clecos left. A" 6T 6U

Each stringer row has at least one hundred rivets. It is
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Twenty -nine of the sixty -three airplanes that start- other staunch promoter of aviation, Lt Col Jimmy Doo-
ed the race completed their first transcontinental cross- little, took off to strike the first blow on Tokyo in bomb-
ing. Only eight completed the round trip. The fastest of ers named for the recently deceased Billy Mitchell. This
those competitors completed the entire round -trip jour- time was in full cooperation and teamwork with the US
ney in just over forty -eight hours flying time, in fewer Navy, rather than as its competitor, as Mitchell had
than seven days elapsed time. The longest took twenty -  been. Doolittle then took command of the US 8th Air
six days. There were seven fatalities during the race Force, under Generals 0Tooeybd
and two more as pilots traveled to the starting point. nold, who had been participants in the 1919 race.

The long -term political and public sentiment im- Lancaster's telling of this story is riveting, enter-
pacts of the OReliabil ity anathing:aooldriulyaacirdoemative sfit réminigeent ef an-
guestionable but, eventually, Billy Mitchell was proven other once-unknown writer with great researching and
right. Air mail service and transcontinental air travel storytelling skills, Tom Clancy. Lancaster must be a
did come to pass, mostly along the route laid out in great salesman as well. He talked his wife into letting
1919, though not right away. The USAF did become an him buy his own airplane so he could fly the route of the
independent service, and air power now dominates the 1919 air race one hundred year
battlefield. the book.

Twenty-t hr ee years after the 0 Qiiealtahighlyrecommended eada nU-
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